Chelsea Area Players Turn 40
The Chelsea Area Players (CAP) will celebrate its 40th anniversary by presenting a musical review,
CAPtivating Rhythms, on July 20, 21 and 22 at the Washington Street Education Center where they began in
1972.
A cast party attended by several Chelsea High School musical theater alumni planted the seed for the
Chelsea Area Players. As they reminisced about past productions, their drive to get together again and put
on another show grew. They had no organization, resources or money. However, Chelsea had an
abundance of talented and dedicated people who managed to overcome these obstacles.
The group produced their first play, The Sound of Music, on a shoestring budget under the auspices of the
Chelsea Recreation Council. Directed by DiAnn L’Roy, who was the high school choir director, they opened
at the old Chelsea High School (now the Washington Street Education Center) on a hot night in July 1972.
L’Roy would direct all of CAP’s early productions. The next summer, The Chelsea Players opened as a
community theater company with Fiddler on the Roof, featuring 18-year old Jeff Daniels as Tevye. Daniels
would appear in other CAP productions as Harold Hill in The Music Man, Jud Fry in Oklahoma, Snoopy in
You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown and Cornelius Hackl in Hello, Dolly! Daniels credits L’Roy for
influencing him to go into theater.
In the early days, contributors called themselves the Friends of the Chelsea Players. The informal
organization provided a comfortable atmosphere and support for local performers to develop their talent. In
1978, the group formally incorporated as the Chelsea Area Players. Many CAP board members such as Clara
Smith, Don Paulsell, Maryann Guenther and Brian Myers have been involved in the group for decades.
Today, CAP produces at least three shows a year: Youth Theater, winter dinner theater, and a summer
musical. This summer’s musical will be CAP’s 96th production.
Carrie Jay Sayer will direct CAPtivating Rhythms. Sayer, a Dexter acting and vocal coach, has been heavily
involved as a director and performer at Dexter’s Encore Musical Theater Company. Her CAP involvement
began in the 1980’s. Sayer’s 30-person cast features many CAP Youth Theater participants as well as
veterans of other CAP productions.
CAPtivating Rhythms will feature musical numbers from CAPs 40-year history. A few of the featured
shows include Beauty and the Beast, Fiddler on the Roof, Godspell, Guys and Dolls, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Music Man, and The Sound of Music. CAP will host an alumni
reunion reception after the Saturday night performance. Tickets will be available starting July 1st at Chelsea
Pharmacy or at Chelseaareaplayers.org.
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